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V. The Third Period.
As given by Seki, a little later, it is as follows: "Once upo a time there lived a wealthy farmer who had thirty childrei half being born of his first wife and half of his second on< The latter wished a favorite son to inherit all the property and accordingly she asked him one day, saying: Would : not be well to arrange our thirty children on a circle, callin
Fig. 26.   The Josephus problem, from Miyake Kenryu's Shojutsu Sangaku Zuye (1795 edition).
one of them the first and counting out every tenth one unt there should remain only one, who should be called the heii The husband assenting, the wife arranged the children as showi in the figure1. The counting then began as shown andresulte< in the elimination of fourteen step-children at once, leavinj only one. Thereupon the wife, feeling confident of her success
i The step children are represented by dark circles, and her own childre by light ones.   In the old manuscripts the latter are colored red.